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International Office Fall 2014 Highlights  Editor: Lanae Biswell 

Buddy Program  

At the beginning of the 2014-2015 school 

year, the Office of International Relations 

started its third year coordinating the 

University of Arkansas - Fort Smith Buddy 

Program. This is a program that connects 

new incoming international students with 

students on campus.  

Each new international student is 

assigned a buddy for the period that they 

will be at the university. Before Labor 

Day, buddies are required to meet twice 

a week. After Labor Day, buddies are 

required to contact each other at least once a week and meet in person once a month.  

The purpose of the Buddy Program is to provide new international students with a buddy on campus 

that will help guide them through their stay at the university. This program is also designed to help the 

students become more involved on campus. 

Socktober 

During the month of October, the Office of International 

Relations held a fundraiser called Socktober. The 

purpose of this event was to collect socks for students in 

elementary schools in need for the cold winter. The 

students and their buddies were paired up to create 

teams. The teams competed to see who could collect the 

largest number of socks. The winners of this event were 

Nina Vu and Jinny Nguyen from Vietnam. They collected 

601 pairs of socks! They each received certificates for 

their great community service.  

Pen Pals 

One of our goals this semester was to get our UAFS international students more involved with the local 

community. In order to do so, the Pen Pals project was established for the first time between the 

university and local elementary schools. Students wrote and exchanged letters for five weeks. Each 
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week, they discussed a specific topic in their letters. At the end of these five weeks, the international 

students visited the elementary school and met their pen pals for the first time.   

The goals this project set out to accomplish were to:  

¶ Engage in discussions with other students in the project about their country, school, 

hobbies and favorite activities. 

¶ Learn to respect and appreciate the opinions, cultures and customs of others. 

¶ See the differences and similarities between themselves and others around the 

world. 

 

International Tea Time 

International Tea Time is an event hosted by the Office of International Relations three times a 

semester. This semester, Tea Time events were held on Sept. 17, Oct. 22 and Nov. 19.  

The purpose of Tea Time is to help 

students discover the variety of cultures 

represented on the UAFS campus. It also 

gives them a chance to meet and greet 

new international students and the 

campus community. This gives 

international students the opportunity to 

gain lifelong friendships and to use the 

English skills that they have acquired. 

During this event, international students 

can socialize with American students, 

enjoy refreshments together and play 

games.  
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International student Moeka Harada said after Tea Time: άThat was so good because I could make new 

friends. If possible, I want to ŎƻƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΗέ  

Over the years, International Tea Time has been an exciting and successful event that has brought 

many American students, local community members, and international students to meet and greet 

each other. This is a great time to make new friends and have fun.  

China Town Hall Meeting 

On Oct. 16 at the University of Arkansas ς Fort Smith, the Office of 

International Relations hosted a China Town Hall, sponsored by the 

UAFS Student Government Association, the College of Business, and 

the American Democracy Project. This event was presented by the 

National Committee on United States-China Relations. The itinerary 

included a webcast interview from Atlanta with former President 

Jimmy Carter with on-site presentations by China specialists 

addressing topics of interest to the local communities participating in 

the program. Joseph Battat 

with the World Bank 

presented at the University of 

Arkansas ς Fort Smith.  

The event at Boreham Library 

drew 55 attendees, including 

faculty members, staff 

members, UAFS students and 

people from the community.   

Fall Festival  

Central Christian Church in Fort Smith hosts a Fall 

Festival every October. This event allows international 

students to experience the celebration of Halloween. 

During this time, American families and students gather 

together and participate in activities including pumpkin 

carving, games, and enjoying American food. This is a 

great opportunity for international students to continue 

to build friendships with American families and students 

on campus. The international students that participated 

in this event really enjoyed their experience.  
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International Education Week  

In November, the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. 

Department of Education celebrated the 15th annual 

International Education Week. Thousands of events were held 

around the world to highlight the benefits of global learning and 

student exchanges. The University of Arkansas ς Fort Smith was 

one of the many schools that participated in the celebration. The 

Office of International Relations hosted performances and 

presentations throughout the week.  

The events were: 

Monday, Nov. 17: Kickoff  

Tuesday, Nov. 18: Quiz Bowl 

Wednesday, Nov. 19: Study Abroad 

Expo, Language Table, International 

Tea Time 

Thursday, Nov. 20: iFest 

Friday, Nov. 21: Passport Day, Speech Contest 

Each day was a success! The students enjoyed it, as did the workers. The 

office is looking forward to next year!  

http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2014/11/234090.htm 

 

International Festival / Visions of the World 

The University of Arkansas ς 

Fort Smith hosted the eighth 

annual International 

Festival, iFest, on Nov. 20. 

People had the opportunity 

to travel around the world 

and gain a deeper 

understanding of cultural 

perspectives without leaving town. The sights and sounds of over 25 cultures mingled in one place with 

a dazzling display of color and excitement.Authentic refreshments and snacks were served at country 
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booths themselves. Participants could try miso soup 

from the Japanese booth, Vietnamese milk coffee from 

the Vietnamese booth, plantain chips from the Cuba 

booth and many more.  There were performances by the 

Vietnamese Student Association, UAFS Spanish Club, 

Japan Club, and Hmong Student Association.  

Joy Rasphoumy ƻŦ .ŜǘƘŜƭ IŜƛƎƘǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ά! tƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ 

HoƳŜέ ǿƻƴ .Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ {Ƙƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ά±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ !Ǌǘ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ 

display in the Smith-Pendergraft Campus Center, and the works were sold online through an online 

auction open the community, with all profits going to the UAFS International Scholarship Program. 

2,000 Facebook Likes 

During fall 2014, the UAFS Office of 

International Relations took on a challenge 

to reach 2,000 likes on our Facebook page. 

At the beginning of the semester, the page 

had close to 1,300 likes. To receive more 

likes, the office held a treasure hunt 

competition. During the week of Oct. 13-

17 we hid a globe stress ball on campus. 

Hints were then posted on our Facebook 

page as to where the ball was located. 

Three hints were given throughout the 

day. Whoever found the stress ball could bring it to the 

office in exchange for a free άI Love UAFSέ T-shirt. 

However, after this competition the office Facebook page 

http://www.uafs.edu/international
mailto:takeo.suzuki@uafs.edu
https://www.facebook.com/UAFSinternational?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/UAFSinternational?fref=photo


 

Takeo Suzuki, Executive Director for International Relations, University of Arkansas ς Fort Smith (http://www.uafs.edu/international)  
5210 Grand Avenue, PO Box 3649, Fort Smith, Arkansas, USA, takeo.suzuki@uafs.edu. Phone: 479-788-7166. Skype: takeo_uafs. 

 

still needed many likes. Therefore, around Halloween we hosted a photo 

competition. Contestants were asked to post a picture of themselves in their 

Halloween costume. To win the competition they had to have the most likes 

from individuals who had first liked the UAFS Office of International Relations 

Facebook page. The winner, Jesus Sedeño, received a $100 Visa gift card that 

was donated by Baptist Christian Ministries, Grand Avenue Baptist Church, and 

Chi Alpha Campus Ministries. This competition helped bring in the majority of 

the Office of International Relations Facebook likes to reach 2,000.   To celebrate 

reaching our goal, we had a Pie in the Face Party at the end of the semester. 

During the party, two of our graduating staff members and Takeo Suzuki, 

executive director of the Office of International Relations, were pied by members of the audience.  

 

New Staff  

This semester the Office of International Relations welcomed six new staff members. 

Priscilla Her  

Organizational Leadership,     

Class of 2014 

I work in the international office as the 

Social Network Specialist. 

Konoe Kamei  

I am from Nagoya, Japan.  

LΩƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 

International Relations as an intern. This 

internship program is offered by the 

Japanese government.  

Lanae Biswell  

Early Childhood Education, 

Class of 2016  

I work in the international office with the 

International Buddy Program.  

 

Savannah Bayliss  

Early Childhood Education,          

Class of 2015  

I work in the international office with the 

ACE Program. 

Jenna Palmer  

Administrative Specialist  

Jenna graduated in May 2010 

from the University of Arkansas in 

Fayetteville ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ in 

international relations. 

 

Brou N'goran  

Marketing, Class of 2016 

 I am from a beautiful country 

in West Africa called Côte d'Ivoire.  
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