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Buddy Program

At the beginning of the 2022015 school
year, the Office of International Relation
started its third year coordinating the
University of Arkansas-ort SmithBuddy
Program This is a program that connects
new incomingnternationalstudents with
students on campus.

Each new internationakgdent is
assigned a buddy for the period that they
will be at the university. Before Labor
Day, buddies are required to meet twice
a week. After Labor Day, buddies are
required to contact each other at least once aekeand meet in person once a month.

—

The purpose of the Buddy Program is to provide new international students with a buddy on campus
that will help guide them through their stay at the university. This program is also designed to help the
students becomenore involved on campus.

Socktober

During the month of Octobethe Office of International
Relations held fundraiser calle@ocktober The

purpose of this event was to collect socks for students in
elementary schools in need for the cold winter. The
students and their buddies were paired up to create
teams.The teams competed to see who couwldllect the
largest number of sock3he wimers of this event were
NinaVuandJinnyNguyenfrom Vietnam. They collected
601 pairs of socksfhey each received certificates for

. their great community service.

Pen Pals

One of our goals this semesteasto getour UAFS international studentnoreinvolvedwith the local
community.In order to do so, the Pen Pals project was established for the first time between the
university and local elementary schooBudents wrote and exchanged letters for five weeks. Each
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week, they discussed specific topc in their letters At the end of these five weekifie international
studentsvisited the elementary school and m#teir pen pals for the first time.

The goals this projectet out to accomplish we to:

1 Engage in discussionsith other students in he project about theicountry, school,
hobbiesandfavorite activities.

i Learn to respect and appreciatthe opinions, cultures and customs of others.

I See the differences and similaritiebetween themselves and others around the
world.

International TeaTime

International Tea Timeis an eventosted bythe Office of International Relations three times a
semester. This semestéfea Time events were held on Sept. 17, Oct. 22 and Nov. 19

The purpose of Tea Tineto help
students discover the variety oliltures
represented on the UAFS campus. It als
gives them a chance to meet and greet
new international students anthe
campus communityThis gives
international students the opportunitjo
gain lifelong friendshipandto use the
English skillthat they have acquired.
During this event, international students
cansocializenith American students
enjoyrefreshments togetheand play
games
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International studentMoeka Haradasaidafter Tea TimedThat was so good because | could make new
friends. Ifpossible, IwantoO2 YS | 3+ Ay HE

Ove the years, International Teariie has been an exciting and successful event that has brought
many American students, local community members, and international students to meet and greet
each other. This is a greairte to make new friends and have fun.

China Town Hall Meeting

OnOct. 16 at the University of Arkansa&ort Smith, theOffice of
International Relations hostealChina Town Hallsponsored by the
UAFS Student Government Association, the College of &ssiand

the AmericarDemocracyProject.This event wapresented by the
National Committee on United Stat€hina Relationd he itinerary
includeda webcast interview from Atlanta with formé&resident

Jimmy Cartemwith on-site presentations by China specialists
addressing topics of interest to the local communities participating in

the program.Joseph Battat e
with the World Bank =
presented at the University of ol =
Arkansag Fort Smith. 48

The event at Boreham Library =
drew 55 attendees, including

facultymembers staff
members, UAFS students anc

people from the community ? ,’fL‘

Fall Festival

Central Christian Churgh Fort Smithhosts aFall
Festivalevery October. This eveatlowsinternational
students to experience the celebration of Halloween.
During this time American families and students gather
togetherandparticipate inactivities includingpumpkin
carving, games, anehjoying American foadrhis is a
great opportunity forinternational students to continue
to build friendshig with Americanfamilies and studers
on campusThe international students that participated
in this event really enjoyed theexperience.
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International Education Week

In November, the U.S. Department of State and the U.S.
Department of Education celebrated tH&" annual - .
International Education WeekThousands of events were held N ’
around the world to highlight the benefits of glodabrning and " &
student exchanges. Thenersity of Arkansas Fort Smith was
one of the many dwools that participated in the celebratioithe
Office ofinternational Relationsostedperformances and
presentationsthroughout the week

Theevents were
Monday, Nov17: Kickoff

TuesdayNov.18: Quiz Bowl

Expo, Language Table, Internations
Tea Time

Thursday, No\20: iFest

Friday, Nov21: Passport Day, Speech Contest

Each day was a success! The students enjoyed it, as did the workers.
office is lookmng forward to next year!

http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2014/11/234090.htm

International Festival/ Visions of the World

The University of Arkansgs | | l I I =
Fort Smith hosted the eightt{y=8ry\& ; n

annual International ‘
FestivaljFest on Nov. 20.

to travel around the world
and gain a deeper
understanding of cultural
perspectives without leaving town. The sightsd soundsof over25 culturesmingled in one place with
adazzling display of colond excitementAuthentic refreshments and snacks were seratdountry
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boothsthemselves Participants could trgniso soup

from the Japanese booth, Vietnamesdlk coffeefrom
the Vietnamese booth, plantaiohips fromthe Cuba 3
booth and many moreThere wereperformances by the L
Vietnamese Student Association, UAFS Spanish Club §
Japan ClupandHmong Student Associatian

JoyRasphoumg ¥ . SGKSt | SA3IKGa
HovS¢ g2y . Sal 27 {yWedl T 24
2F GKS 22NXRé ! NI /2YLIS
display in the SmitliPendergraft Campus Center, and the works were sold online through an online
auction open the community, with all profits going to tb&FS International Scholarship Program.

2,000 Facebook Likes

During fall 2014the UAFS Office of
International Relationsook on a challenge
to reach2,000 likeson ourFaceboolpage.
At the beginning of the semestghe page
had close to 1,300 like$o receive more
likes, the office held a treasure hunt
competition. During theveekof Oct.13-
17 wehid a globe stress ball arampus.
Hints were then postedn our Facebook
page as to where the ball was located.
Three hints were given throughout the

""‘MLK“III:

day. Whoever found the stress batluld bringit to the
office in exchange for a fre@ Love UAF&T-shirt.
However, after this competition the office Facebqudge
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still needed many likes. Therefqraround Halloween we hsbed a photo
competition. Contestantsvere askedto post a picture of themselves in their
Halloween costume. To win the competition they had to have the most likes
from individualsvho had first liked the UAFS Office of International Relations
Facebook page. The winndesus Sedefigeceived a $10Visagift card that
was donated byBaptist Christian MinistriesGrand Avenue Baptist Church, and
Chi Alpha Campus Ministries. Toanpetition helped bring in the majorityf

the Office of International Relations Facebook liteseach 2,000 To celebrate
reaching our goal, we haalPie in the Face Parst the endof the semester.
Duringthe party, two of our gaduating stafimembersand Takeo Suzuki,
executive drector of the Office of International Relationsvere pied by members of the audience.

New Stalff

This semester th©ffice ofiInternationalRelationsvelcomedsixnew staff members.

Priscilla Her Savannah Bayliss
Organizational Leadership Early Childhood Education,
Class of 2014 Class of 2015
| work in the international office as the | work in the international office with the
SociaNetwork Specialist. ACE Program.
Konoe Kamei Jenna Palmer
| am from Nagoya, Japan. Administrative Specialist
LQY g2NJAy3 |0 GKS hT7T letnd graddiated in May 2010
International Relations as an intern. This from the University of Arkansas
internship program is oéfred by the Fayettevileg A G K | o0 ORSE 2 N A
Japanese government international elations
Lanae Biswell

Early Childhood Education, Brou N'goran

Class of 2016 Marketing, Class of 2016
| work in the international office with the | am from a beautifutountry
International Buddy Program. in WestAfrica called Gte d'Ivoire.
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